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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed 04/17/2006, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-19 
are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 04/17/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In re page 2, Applicant states "the Examiner has assumed that Miki et al. discloses 
displaying a directory, in fact, there is no disclosure of such in Miki et al. In fact, the term 
displaying does not even occur in Miki et al." 

In response the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Miki discloses the management 
information in Fig. 1 is read out (see col. 4 line 51 -col. 5 line 24). Miki further discloses an 
algorithm for selecting the recording position. Miki further discloses the optimum erased area is 
selected from the erased area management information. Miki further discloses the overwriting 
and verification for the recording area are instructed to the optical disc control section 9see col. 5 
lines 35-63). 

In re pages 3-4, Applicant states "Suzuki et al. neither discloses nor suggests determining, 
with the aid of the displayed directory, consecutive blocks of said listed blocks necessary for 
recording at least the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start position or indicating 
the determined consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of predetermined 
length in the displayed directory." 
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In response the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Suzuki discloses erasable information is 
specified among the information groups which are identified by the outputted identification 
information while recording device is newly recording the record information. Suzuki further 
discloses a controlling device for controlling recording device to newly record the record 
information to a recordable area. (See claim 1 and col. 1 1 lines 8-56.) 

The claimed invention does in fact read on the cited references for at least the reasons 
discussed above and as stated in the detail Office Action as follows. This Office action is now 
made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miki (US Pat. 
No. 5,107,481). 

Regarding claim 1 , Miki discloses a method of allocating recording space on a recording 
medium (see optical disk (102) in fig. 1 and col. 4 lines 47-50) for recording an entry of 
predetermined length, the recording medium having an associated displayed directory listing 
blocks specifying free space and previously recorded entries, the method comprising the steps 
(see col. 4 line 51 -col. 5 line 9, and fig. 18a, 18b): 

receiving a start position on the recording medium (col. 5 lines 9-24 and col. 6 lines 12- 

31); 
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determining, with the aid of the displayed directory, consecutive blocks of said listed 
blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start 
position (see col. 5 lines 1 1-64 and fig. 2); and 

displaying the directory (see col. 4 line 65-col. 5 line 5), 

characterized in that the method further comprises the step: 

indicating the determined consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of 
predetermined length in the displayed directory (see col. 5 line 25-col. 7 line 44). 

Regarding claim 2, Miki discloses the start position is determined by a search algorithm 
(see col. 5 lines 25-63). 

Regarding claim 3, Miki discloses the start position is determined in that start position 
input is received from a user (see col. 8 lines 7-65). 

Regarding claim 4, Miki discloses the displayed directory is displayed in a text-only 
format (see fig. 1, 18a, 18b, and col. 4 line 60- col. 5 line 9). 

Regarding claim 5, Miki discloses the determined consecutive blocks are displayed so as 
to be discernable from the rest of the displayed directory (see col. 10 line 50-col. 1 1 line 12 and 
fig. 1, fig. 18a and b). 

Regarding claim 6, Note to the Applicant: The USPTO considers the applicant's "or" 
language to be anticipated by any reference containing one of the subsequent corresponding 
elements. Miki discloses the determined consecutive blocks are indicated by displaying a frame 
around the determined consecutive blocks, highlighting, or typography different from the other 
directory blocks (see fig. 18a and b and col. 4 line 65-col. 5 line 5). 



Application/Control Number: 09/866,439 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

Regarding claim 7, Miki discloses the predetermined length corresponds to an amount of 
recording time (see col. 6 lines 12-31, col. 8 lines 7- 65, and claim 7). 

Regarding claim 8, Miki discloses the predetermined length corresponds to an amount of 
data (see col. 6 line 60-col. 7 line 36 and claim 1 and 7). 

Regarding claim 9, Miki discloses the method further comprises the steps: 

calculating the difference between an overall length of the determined consecutive blocks 
and the predetermined length (see fig. 5, fig. 6, fig. 7, fig. 9d-f, fig. 17b, claim 4 and col. 6 line 1- 
col. 7 line 36); and 

displaying the difference (see col. 4 line 65-col. 5 line 5, col. 6 line 67-col. 8 line 65). 

Regarding claim 10, Miki discloses a module for allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length (see optical disk (102) in fig. 
1, col. 4 lines 47--col. 5 line 9, and fig. 18a, 18b), the module comprising: 

memory means for storing a directory associated with the recording medium (see col. 3 
lines 35-57 and col. 4 line 67-col. 5 line 24); 

means for displaying said directory, said displayed directory listing blocks specifying free 
space and previously recorded entries (see col. 5 lines 1 1-64 and fig. 2); and 

processing means connected to the memory means for receiving a start position on the 
recording medium, and for determining the consecutive blocks of the listed blocks necessary for 
recording at least the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start position (col. 5 lines 
9-64 and col. 6 lines 12-31, and fig. 2); 
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characterized in that the processing means indicates the determined consecutive blocks 
necessary for recording at least the entry of predetermined length in the displayed directory (see 
col. 5 line 25-col. 7 line 44). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 2 above. 
Claim 12 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 3 above. 
Claim 1 3 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 4 above. 
Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 5 above. 
Claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 6 above. 
Claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 9 above. 
Regarding claim 17, Miki discloses a video recorder system including the module as 
claimed in claim 10 (see claim 2, col. 4 line 51 -col. 5 line 26). 

Regarding claim 18 Miki discloses a computer program product comprising data and 
instruction to be loaded into a computer, thereby enabling the computer to carry out the method 
as claimed in claim l(see col. 5 lines 25-63). 

Regarding claim 19, Miki discloses a data carrier provided with the computer program 
product as claimed in claim 18 (see col. 4 lines 47-50 and col. 5 lines 35-63). 
5. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshida (EP 
0 932 159). 

Regarding claim 1 , Yoshida discloses a method of allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length, the recording medium having 
an associated displayed directory listing blocks specifying free space and previously recorded 
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entries (see col. 10 paragraph 0061-0062, fig. 3 A and 3B and col.l 1 and 12 and claims 1, 2 and 
7), the method comprising the steps: 

receiving a start position on the recording medium (see paragraph 0061, 0062, 0065); 

determining, with the aid of the displayed directory, consecutive blocks of said listed 
blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start 
position (see paragraph 0065-0078); and 

displaying the directory (see col. 10 paragraph 0058, col. 1 1 paragraph 0064, col. 12 
paragraph 0070-0072 and claims 4-5), 

characterized in that the method further comprises the step: 

indicating the determined consecutive blocks necessary for recording at least the entry of 
predetermined length in the displayed directory (see fig. 2 and 4, claims 1 and 6, and paragraph 
0070-0072). 

Regarding claim 10, Yoshida discloses a module for allocating recording space on a 
recording medium for recording an entry of predetermined length (see col. 10 paragraph 0061- 
0065, fig. 3A and 3B and col.l 1 and 12 and claims 1, 2 and 7), the module comprising: 

memory means for storing a directory associated with the recording medium (see 
paragraph 0063-0068); 

means for displaying said directory, said displayed directory listing blocks specifying free 
space and previously recorded entries (see col. 10 paragraph 0058, col. 1 1 paragraph 0064, col. 
12 paragraph 0070-0072 and claims 4-5); and 

processing means connected to the memory means for receiving a start position on the 
recording medium, and for determining the consecutive blocks of the listed blocks necessary for 
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recording at least the entry of predetermined length, starting from the start position (see fig. 2 
and 4, claims 1 and 6, and paragraph 0070-0072); 

characterized in that the processing means indicates the determined consecutive blocks 
necessary for recording at least the entry of predetermined length in the displayed directory (see 
fig. 2 and 4, claims 1 and 6, and paragraph 0070-0072). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Helen Shibru 
June 23, 2006 




